
 
                       AGENDA 
        Wytheville Town Council 
        Monday, April 10, 2006 
                        7:00 P.M. 
    Wytheville Municipal Building 

                   150 East Monroe Street  
         Wytheville, Virginia 24382 

 
 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER—MAYOR TRENTON G. CREWE, JR. 
 

B. ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM—MAYOR TRENTON G. CREWE, JR. 
 
C. INVOCATION—COUNCILMAN JUDSON LAMBERT 
 
D. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE—COUNCILMAN WILLIAM B. WEISIGER 
 
E. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

1. Minutes of the regular meeting of  March 27, 2006 
 

F.  PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
1. Request of Mr. Frank D. Harden for a special exception permit to locate a 

doublewide manufactured home at 895 South 14th Street, which is located on 
the west side of 14th Street between Jackson and Madison Streets, in an R-3 
Residential District 

 
2. Amendment to the Town of Wytheville Zoning Ordinance to include Article 

XII-M, M-1M Industrial District regulations 
 

 
G. CITIZENS’ PERIOD 
 
H. OLD BUSINESS—TOWN MANAGER C. WAYNE SUTHERLAND, JR. 
                                                                                                                                                                     
I. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

1. Budget and Finance 
 

a. Various requests of the Wythe Arts Council 
 
b.  Budget work session 
 



2. Public Works 
 

a. Pavement markings on Birch Drive 
 
b.  Request of Reunion Committee of George Wythe High School Class 

of 1956 for a parade permit 
 
J. RESOLUTIONS/ORDINANCES 
 
 1. Ordinance No. 1200, an ordinance amending and reenacting Chapter 7, 

Licenses and Business Regulations, Section 7-57, Heat, Light, Power and 
Gas Companies, of the Code of the Town of Wytheville, Virginia, on first 
reading 

 
2. Ordinance No. 1201, an ordinance amending Ordinance No. 640, generally 

known as the Zoning Ordinance, to include Article XII-M, Industrial District  
M-1M, on first reading 

 
K. OTHER BUSINESS 
 

1. Issuance of a special exception permit to Mr. Frank Harden to locate a 
doublewide manufactured home at 895 South 14th Street, which is located on 
the west side of 14th Street between Jackson and Madison Streets, in an R-3 
Residential District 

 
L. ADJOURNMENT 
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WYTHEVILLE TOWN COUNCIL                                       AGENDA   INFORMATION 

 
 
 
 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
Monday, April 10, 2006 

 
Item Name: 

 
Public Hearings 

 
Item Number: 

 
F-1 

 
Subject: 

 
Frank D. Harden 

 
 
SUMMARY: 

A public hearing has been scheduled to consider the request of Mr. Frank D. Harden for 

a special exception permit to locate a doublewide manufactured home at 895 South 14th 

Street, which is located in an R-3 Residential District. Enclosed is the recommendation 

of the Planning Commission, the staff report, and the application. You will note that the 

Planning Commission recommended approval of the permit conditioned that the home 

must have vinyl siding, be placed on a permanent foundation, and have a pitched 

shingle roof. Action on this matter will be during the regular meeting. 



 
 
WYTHEVILLE PLANNING COMMISSION                         

RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Request: 
 
Request of Mr. Frank D. Harden for a special exception permit to locate a doublewide 
manufactured home at 895 South 14th Street, which is located on the west side of 14th 
Street between Jackson and Madison Streets, in an R-3 Residential District. 
 
 
Recommendation to Town Council: 
 
After much consideration and listening to the comments of those concerned citizens, the 
Wytheville Planning Commission would recommend that the request of Mr. Frank D. 
Harden for a special exception permit to locate a doublewide manufactured home at 
895 South 14th Street, which is located on the west side of 14th Street between Jackson 
and Madison Streets, in an R-3 Residential District, be approved with the following 
conditions: 
 
1. The doublewide manufactured home must have vinyl siding, be placed on a 

permanent foundation, and have a pitched shingle roof. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
G:\PLANCOMM\Recommendations\harden special exception permit recommendation to council.doc 



C:\Program Files\WS_FTP\2006\041006\staff report Harden special exception.doc 

 1 

 
 
 

FRANK HARDEN 
SPECIAL EXCEPTION PERMIT REQUEST 

                  
 
 

Staff Report 
 
Request of Frank D. Harden for a special exception permit to install a doublewide 
manufactured home at 895 South 14th Street. 
 
Background 
Mr. Harden owned a home at 895 South 14th Street which was severely damaged by fire and has 
been demolished. The lot is located on the west side of 14th Street between Jackson and Madison 
Streets. (A photo and approximate location plat is attached.)  Mr. Harden would like to install a 
manufactured home on this site for which a floor plan is attached.  
 
Discussion 
The property is zoned R-3 Residential. The neighborhood is a mix of modest homes, duplexes, and 
larger and more elaborate homes to the south. Mr. Harden proposes to install a 1264 square foot 
“doublewide” manufactured home on a “permanent foundation” consisting of concrete masonry 
units (concrete block).  The home he is proposing to place on the lot will have horizontal siding and 
a shingle roof. He feels that once it is installed, it will look similar or identical to a conventionally built 
home. The attached Zoning News article sheds considerable light on the viability of the request. Of 
interest is the paragraph on page 4 concerning North Carolina’s posture on manufactured housing, 
which allows the local government to provide regulations for “appearance and dimensional criteria 
for manufactured homes.”  It appears from this article and other recent information on manufactured 
housing that the primary objection to manufactured housing is the fear of adjacent property value 
reduction. It would seem logical that this will also be the concern expressed by the neighborhood, if 
any concern is expressed. A neighborhood with occupied homes in good condition is possibly more 
desirable than a sparsely populated neighborhood with unkempt vacant lots.  Certainly, the 
conditions to which Mr. Harden appears to have voluntarily adhered (the permanent 
foundation, and the siding and roofing) could become requirements of the special exception 
permit.  The Planning Commission may want to reinforce the requirements of the Zoning 
Ordinance relative to the placement of the manufactured home on the site to be sure that it 
complies with the zoning requirements. 
 
From a philosophical standpoint, regarding manufactured housing as an affordable housing 
alternative in the Town limits, with appropriate requirements, manufactured housing may provide 
aesthetically acceptable and affordable housing in Town. The alternative is to continue to see the 
sprawl of manufactured housing in the County without the benefit of appropriate regulations or 
infrastructure and with tax revenue losses to the Town. 
 
To date, staff has received no comments from the surrounding neighborhood. 











WYTHEVILLE TOWN COUNCIL                                       AGENDA   INFORMATION 

 
 
 
 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
Monday, April 10, 2006 

 
Item Name: 

 
Public Hearings 

 
Item Number: 

 
F-2 

 
Subject: 

 
M-1M Industrial District regulations 

 
 
SUMMARY: 

A public hearing has also been scheduled to consider an amendment to the Town of 

Wytheville Zoning Ordinance to include Article XII-M, M-1M Industrial District 

regulations. As you may recall, the Joint Industrial Development Authority requested 

that this new industrial zone be created which basically eliminates residential use, retail 

business use, and allows only wholesale businesses, manufacturing, and light 

industries including commercial greenhouses. The intent is to limit the traffic to 

wholesale operations, industrial and manufacturing, laboratories and office buildings. 

Enclosed is the recommendation of the Planning Commission, the staff report and 

proposed amendments. Action on this matter will be during the regular meeting by way 

of an ordinance. 



 
 
WYTHEVILLE PLANNING COMMISSION                         

RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Request: 
 
Amending the Town of Wytheville Zoning Ordinance to include Article XII-M, M-1M 
Industrial District regulations.  
 
 
Recommendation to Town Council: 
 
The Wytheville Planning Commission would recommend that the Town of Wytheville 
Zoning Ordinance be amended to include Article XII-M, M-1M Industrial District 
regulations with a revision to Section 12-1.29 which is listed below: 
 
12-1.29 Machinery sales and service, wholesale only. 
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PROPOSED M-1M 
ZONING REGULATIONS 

 
 
 
 
 

Staff Report 
 
The proposal of the Joint Industrial Development Authority to create a new Industrial 
Zone M-1M or (M-1 Modified). 
 
Background 
 
The Joint Industrial Development Authority (JIDA) manages the Fairview Industrial Park. 
Initially, this area was in the County, and the JIDA sold lots in the park for Wythe County. In 
an effort to keep the industrial standards high in the park and to improve the aesthetics, 
each parcel sold had restrictions incorporated into the deed on the use and improvements 
of the properties. Deed restrictions are private restrictions on the property that must be 
enforced by civil lawsuits against the offending property owner. The deed restrictions on all 
of the property in Fairview Industrial Park have a provision for the expiration of the deed 
restrictions in the summer of 2006. The JIDA spearheaded an effort by several of the 
property owners in Fairview Industrial Park to study what could happen to replace these 
expiring deed restrictions, and Town staff was asked to participate in this study. One of the 
identified mechanisms was a change in zoning that would reduce the number of permitted 
uses in the area. The group identified the uses in the M-1 Industrial Zone that were 
preferred and deleted those that were not. The attached M-1 Modified Industrial Zone 
regulations are proposed to be adopted into the Zoning Ordinance. If that is accomplished, 
the JIDA is working with property owners in the Fairview Industrial Park to request that all 
or a major portion of the park be rezoned to the M-1M Industrial Zone. 
 
Considerations 
 
The proposed M-1M Industrial Zone basically eliminates residential use, retail business 
use, and allows only wholesale businesses, manufacturing, and light industries including 
commercial greenhouses. It permits such things as automatic teller machines, but 
eliminates the uses of schools, churches, libraries, hospitals, veterinary hospitals, and 
kennels. The intent is to limit the traffic to wholesale operations, industrial and 
manufacturing, laboratories and office buildings. Town staff is not sure that this will 
accomplish the intended results, but it will help direct the use of the Industrial Park in the 
future. This is a matter that should receive a considerable amount of public input, and the 
Planning Commission should not be compelled to make an immediate decision regarding 
this matter. There are some property owners in this area who may not want to change the 



 
 2 

zoning of their properties, since it may restrict future use of their properties. If the Planning 
Commission decides that this is not an effective and desirable zoning district, and that this 
is an appropriate area for such a district, then the property owners in the Fairview Industrial 
Park may pursue voluntary deed restrictions on the properties in the park. The JIDA could 
act as the facilitator as they have in this situation.   
 
Should the Planning Commission and the Town Council concur with and approve the 
proposed M-1M Zoning District, it will be interesting to see if a majority of the property 
owners in a contiguous area request a zoning change.  
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 BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 

 APRIL 10, 2006 

 
1. We have received a letter from the Wythe Arts Council, Ltd. seeking action by the 

Town on a number of matters relating to the annual Chautauqua Festival. Several of 

these requests involve the waiving of fees for use of recreational facilities, and, as 

such, the Recreation Director has reviewed and endorsed the requests. A copy of 

the letter from the Wythe Arts Council and the Request for Waiver of Fees are 

attached for your review.  

 

We have reviewed the requests by the Arts Council and find them to be essentially 

the same requests that have been made for many years. We do not anticipate a 

problem with any of these items. We would note that the Town has, again this year, 

applied for grant funds on the Arts Council’s behalf. As such, for all of the areas 

where fees are being requested to be waived, the Arts Council will need to pay 

these fees (up to $5,000) and then be reimbursed by the Town, provided they 

receive the grant funds. 

 

We applaud the Wythe Arts Council’s continued efforts in bringing quality 

entertainment to our citizens. It is the recommendation of the Budget and Finance 

Committee that the Council approve the requests of the Wythe Arts Council with the 

stipulations noted earlier. 



 
 2 

 

2.        Over the past several weeks, both Committees have had the opportunity to review 

requests of various departments concerning the appropriations they are requesting 

in the General Fund side of the budget for fiscal year 2006-2007. Currently, the total 

of all appropriations requested exceeds the revenues that are available. In reviewing 

the information submitted by department heads, we find that virtually all of the 

requests are well thought out and would serve the Town well. However, there are 

not enough revenues to fund all of the requested appropriations. Later this evening, 

the Council will hold a budget work session, and we will review the projections for 

the revenue side of next year’s budget as well as the recommendations of 

expenditures within the General Fund. This session will give us an understanding of 

the revenues that will be available for the next year and help us balance the 

expenditures for the General Fund with available revenues. At the April 24 budget 

work session, hopefully we can be in a position to make determinations on the 

revenues and the appropriations for the Water/Sewer side of the proposed budget. 

 

              
                          Jacqueline K. King 

 
 
 

                                     
  John W. Jones, Jr. 
 
 
 
 

H:\COUNCIL\BFCOMMIT.RPT\2006\BFAPR10.doc 



WYTHEVILLE TOWN COUNCIL                                       AGENDA   INFORMATION 

 
 
 
 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
Monday, April 10, 2006 

 
Item Name: 

 
 Committee Reports 

 
Item Number: 

 
I-2 

 
Subject: 

 
Public Works 

 
 
SUMMARY: 

The Public Works Committee will report on the following matters: 

a. Pavement markings on Birch Drive 

b. Request of the Reunion Committee of George Wythe High School Class of 1956 

for a parade permit 



 
 1 

 PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE REPORT  
 
 APRIL 10, 2006 
 

1. Our Committee has received a request from Birchwood Apartments, which 

are located on Birch Drive, for parallel parking spaces to be painted along the 

northern border of this street. There are five apartment buildings situated on 

Birch Drive, and the apartment complex has provided the number of off street 

parking spaces required by our Zoning Ordinance. However, apparently, at 

times, there are more vehicles in this apartment complex than the existing 

parking lots can accommodate, and, therefore, there are a number of 

vehicles parking along Birch Drive. As we understand, this periodically poses 

problems in that vehicles are parked in a variety of directions and generally 

impede the ingress and egress of other vehicles attempting to use Birch 

Drive. We think this request is reasonable and will direct the Public Works 

Department to install these markings for parking spaces unless there is some 

concern by Council. In addition, we think if the parking spaces are created 

that we should also ask the Police Department to enforce parking regulations 

along this section of roadway. 

 

2. We have received a request from the George Wythe High School Class of 

1956 Reunion Committee to conduct a parade on September 23, 2006, at 

1:00 p.m. The Committee has requested that the parade consist of a 

motorcade starting at the municipal offices and proceeding westerly along 



 
 2 

Main Street to a point at Twelfth Street near the Super Dollar store. The 

Committee has also requested that there be a police escort at the front and 

rear of the reunion parade. Our Committee has reviewed this request and 

would recommend that a parade permit be issued to the George Wythe High 

School Class of 1956 Reunion Committee but that we make no obligations 

with regard to police escorts. Those are details that can be arranged between 

the Reunion Committee and the Police Department. Generally speaking, we 

do not provide police escorts for both the front and rear of parade activities, 

but we would leave this matter to be determined at a later date. 

 

 
 
             
              William B. Weisiger 
 
 
 
             

              H. Judson Lambert 
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Meeting Date: 

 
Monday, April 10, 2006 

 
Item Name: 

 
Resolutions/Ordinances 

 
Item Number: 

 
J-1 

 
Subject: 

 
Ordinance No. 1200 

 
 
 
SUMMARY: 

Enclosed is Ordinance No. 1200, which amends the Town Code regarding the local 

consumption tax. Currently, the Town Code sets forth an annual license tax equal to 

one-half percent of the gross receipts of such business derived from within the Town. 

This tax is now considered a local consumption tax and the rates are set forth by State 

Code. This amendment is merely housekeeping in nature and parallels the Town’s 

Code to that of State Code. The ordinance is being considered on first reading. If 

Council concurs, we would recommend that the rules be suspended and the ordinance 

be adopted on first and final reading.  



ORDINANCE NO. 1200 
 

At a regular meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Wytheville, 

Virginia, held in the Council Chambers on the 10th day of April 2006, at 7:00 

P.M. 

Present:  
 
Absent:  
 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND REENACTING CHAPTER 7, LICENSES 
AND BUSINESS REGULATIONS, SECTION 7-57, HEAT, LIGHT, POWER 

AND GAS COMPANIES, OF THE CODE OF THE  
TOWN OF WYTHEVILLE, VIRGINIA  

   
BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of Wytheville, 

Virginia, that Chapter 7, Licenses and Business Regulations, Section 7-57, Heat, 

Light, Power and Gas Companies, of the Code of the Town of Wytheville, 

Virginia, be amended and reenacted as follows:  

 
Section 7-57.  Heat, light, power and gas companies. 
 
All persons furnished heat, light, power and gas for domestic, commercial and 
industrial consumption in the municipality shall pay for the privilege a local 
consumption tax as set forth in the State Code of Virginia, §58.1-2900 and §58.1-
2904, Imposition of Tax. 
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Meeting Date: 

 
Monday, April 10, 2006 

 
Item Name: 

 
Resolutions/Ordinances 

 
Item Number: 

 
J-2 

 
Subject: 

 
Ordinance No. 1201 

 
 
 
SUMMARY: 

Enclosed is Ordinance No. 1201 regarding amending the Zoning Ordinance to include 

Article XII-M, Industrial District M-1M. The ordinance is being considered on first 

reading.  



 

 ORDINANCE NO. 1201  
 
 

At a regular meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Wytheville, Virginia, held in 

the Council Chambers on Monday, April 10, 2006, at 7:00 P.M. 

Present:  
 

 
Absent:  

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 640, GENERALLY  

KNOWN  AS THE ZONING ORDINANCE, TO INCLUDE  
ARTICLE XII-M INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT M-1M  

 
 BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of Wytheville, Virginia, that, 

Ordinance No. 640, generally known as the Zoning Ordinance, be amended so as to 

include Article XII-M Industrial District M-1M as follows:  

ARTICLE XII-M  –INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT M-1M 
 

12-1M  USE REGULATIONS 

In Industrial District M-1-M, structures to be erected or land to be used shall 

be for one or more of the following uses: 

12-1.1M Automatic Teller Machines. 

12-1.2M Office buildings. 

12-1.3M Commercial greenhouses. 

12-1.4M Automobile/truck assembling, painting, upholstering, repairing, rebuilding, 

reconditioning, truck repairing or overhauling, tire retreading or recapping, or 

battery manufacturing. 

12-1.5M Wholesale lumber and building supply including planing mill. 

12-1.6M Wholesale plumbing and electrical supply. 

12-1.7M Machinery sales and service, wholesale only. 

12-1.8M Newspaper offices and printing plants. 

12-1.9M Wholesale businesses, storage warehouses. 

12-1.10M Wholesale distribution of gasoline and fuel oil. 

12-1.11M Wholesale distribution of liquified petroleum gas.  

12-1.12M Blacksmith shop, welding or machine shop. 

12-1.13M Medical and dental supplies and appliance, wholesale only. 



 

12-1.14M Laboratories--pharmaceutical and/or medical. 

12-1.15M Building materials yards and plumbing supplies storage, wholesale only.  

12-1.16M Contractor's equipment storage yard or plant, or rental of equipment 

commonly used by contractors. 

12-1.17M Truck terminals. 

12-1.18M Cabinet, furniture, and upholstery operations, no retail sales. 

12-1.19M Draying, freighting, or trucking yard or terminal. 

12-1.20M Assembly of electrical appliances, electronic instruments and devices, radios 

and phonographs.  Also the manufacture of small parts, such as coils, 

condensers, transistors, diodes, transformer and crystal holders. 

12-1.21M Manufacture, compounding, processing, packaging or treatment of such 

products as bakery goods, candy, cosmetics, dairy products, drugs, 

perfumes, pharmaceuticals, perfumed toilet soap, toiletries, and food 

products. 

12-1.22M Manufacture, compounding, assembling or treatment of articles of 

merchandise from the following previously prepared materials:  bone, 

cellophane, canvas, cloth, cork, feathers, felt, fiber, fur, glass, hair, horn, 

leather, paper, plastic, precious or semiprecious metals or stone, shell, straw, 

textiles, tobacco, wood, yarn and paint. 

12-1.23M The manufacture, storage or handling of products that are not likely to be 

dangerous or offensive because of odor, dust, fire, explosion or other 

reasons, and which employ processes or equipment that do not produce 

objectionable noise, vibration, smoke, gas, wastes, or the like. 

12-1.24M Recycling facilities are permitted if operations are housed or protected by 

permanent opaque building structures enclosed on all sides and the top. 

12-1.25M Manufacture of pottery and figurines or other similar ceramic products, using 

only previously pulverized clay, and kilns fired only by electricity or gas, no 

retail sales. 

12-1.26M Manufacture of musical instruments, toys, novelties and rubber and metal 

stamps. 

12-1.27M Textile mills. 



 

12-1.28M Boat building. 

12-1.29M Stone works, no retail sales. 

12-1.30M Other wholesale businesses similar to those listed. 

12-1.31M Public or semi-public uses, such as garages, shops and equipment and 

materials storage yards. 

12-1.32M Public or community operated playgrounds, parks and similar recreational 

facilities. 

12-1.33M Public utilities:  shops and storage yards, booster or relay stations, 

transformer substations, transmission lines and towers, and other facilities for 

the provision and maintenance of public utilities, including railroads and 

facilities, and water and sewerage installations. 

12-1.34M Semi-trailers shall be permitted as defined in the Definitions section of this 

ordinance. 

12-1.35M Semi-trailers which are licensed shall be permitted as defined in the 

Definitions section of this ordinance. 

12-1.36M Shipping containers shall be permitted as defined in the Definitions section of 

this ordinance. 

12-1.37M Signs permitted under Chapter 21 of this Ordinance regulating outdoor 

advertising. 

12-1.38M Off-street parking as required by this Ordinance. 

12-1.39M Telecommunications Towers as regulated by Article XXII. 

12.2M  REQUIREMENTS FOR PERMITTED USES 

12-2.1M Before a building permit shall be issued or construction commenced on any 

permitted use in this district, or a use permit issued for a new use, the plans, 

in sufficient detail to show the operations and processes, shall be submitted 

to the zoning administrator for study.  Modifications of the plans may be 

required. 

12-2.2M Permitted uses shall be conducted wholly within a completely enclosed 

building or within an area enclosed on all sides by a solid masonry wall, a 

uniformly painted solid board fence or an evergreen hedge not less than six 

(6) feet in height, provided that a chain link fence with a minimum height of 



 

six (6) feet may be used, if the space viewed through the fence is not 

occupied by materials which are offensive in nature and would thus adversely 

affect the value of adjoining property.  Public utilities and signs require natural 

air circulation, unobstructed view, or other technical consideration necessary 

for proper operation may be exempted from this provision.  This exception 

does not include storing of any materials. 

12-2.3M Landscaping may be required within any established or required front 

setback area.  The plans and execution must take into consideration traffic 

hazards.  Landscaping may be permitted up to a height of three (3) feet, and 

to within fifty (50) feet from the corner of any intersecting streets. 

12-2.4M Sufficient area shall be provided to adequately screen permitted uses from 

adjacent business and residential districts and for off-street parking of 

vehicles incidental to the industry, its employees and clients. 

12-2.5M Automobile graveyards and junk yards in existence at the time of the 

adoption of this Ordinance are to be considered as nonconforming uses.  

They shall be allowed up to three (3) years after adoption of this Ordinance in 

which to completely screen on any open side, the operation or use by a 

masonry wall, a uniformly painted solid board fence, or an evergreen hedge 

with a minimum height of six (6) feet. 

12-3M  AREA REGULATIONS 

For permitted uses utilizing individual sewage disposal systems, the required 

area for any such use shall be approved by the health official.  The 

administrator may require a greater area if considered necessary by the 

health official.   

12-4M  SETBACK REGULATIONS 

Buildings shall be located fifty (50) feet or more from any street right of way 

except that signs advertising sale or rent of premises may be erected up to 

the property line.  This shall be known as the "setback line."   

12-5M  FRONTAGE AND YARD REGULATIONS 

Buildings shall be located thirty (30) or more feet from the property line.  Off-

street parking shall be in accordance with the provisions contained herein.   



 

12-6M  HEIGHT REGULATIONS 

Buildings may be erected up to a height of fifty (50) feet.  For buildings over 

fifty (50) feet in height, approval shall be obtained from the Board of Zoning 

Appeals. Chimneys, flues, cooling towers, flag poles, radio or communication 

towers or their accessory facilities not normally occupied by workmen are 

excluded from this limitation.  Parapet walls are permitted up to four (4) feet 

above the limited height of the building on which the walls rest. 

12-7M  COVERAGE REGULATIONS 

Buildings or groups of buildings with their accessory buildings may cover up 

to seventy (70) percent of the area of the lot. 
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Meeting Date: 

 
Monday, April 10, 2006 

 
Item Name: 

 
Other Business 

 
Item Number: 

 
K-1 

 
Subject: 

 
Special Exception Permit 

 
 
SUMMARY: 

It will now be necessary for Council to consider the issuance of the Special Exception 

Permit to Mr. Frank Harden for a doublewide manufactured home to be located at 895 

South 14th Street. The permit contains the stipulations as recommended by the 

Planning Commission. 
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                             AGENDA 
                Wytheville Town Council 
                         Work Session 
                  Monday, April 10, 2006 
Immediately Following Regular Council Meeting 
             Wytheville Municipal Building 

                              150 East Monroe Street  
                 Wytheville, Virginia 24382 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A. WORK SESSION 
 

1. Review of proposed budget for fiscal year 2006-2007 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE WYTHEVILLE TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON MONDAY, MARCH 27, 2006, AT 7:00 P.M. 

 
Members present: Trenton G. Crewe, Jr., Jacqueline K. King, John W. Jones, Jr., William B. 

Weisiger, H. Judson Lambert 
   
Members absent: None 
 
Others present: Town Manager C. Wayne Sutherland, Jr., Assistant Town Manager 

Stephen A. Moore, Town Clerk Sharon P. Hackler, Town Attorney Robert 
P. Kaase, Police Officers Chris Irvin and David Wall, Justin Harmon with 
Wytheville Enterprise, Bill Smith, Patrick Umberger, Lorri Umberger, 
Donnie Repass, Alan Hawthorne, Mike Webb, Becky Grubb, Pat Snapp 

 
RE:  CALL TO ORDER, QUORUM, INVOCATION, PLEDGE 
 
Mayor Crewe called the meeting to order and established that a quorum of Council members 
was present. The invocation was given by Councilman Jones followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance led by Vice-Mayor King. 
 
RE:  CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Mayor Crewe presented the consent agenda consisting of the minutes of the regular meeting of 
March 13, 2006; the request of the Wytheville Lions Club for waiver of business license fees 
and inspection fees for the annual charity carnival to be held July 17 through 22, 2006; the 
request of the Wythe County Girl Scouts for waiver of fee for use of the Elizabeth Brown 
Memorial Park on April 20, 2006, for a SWAP meet; the request of the Wytheville Lions Club for 
waiver of fee for use of the Community Center on August 1, 2006, for a banquet; and, the 
request of the Brock Hughes Free Clinic for a raffle permit for calendar year 2006. He noted the 
request for the Brock Hughes Free Clinic was received after the Council packages were sent 
out, and the Council members found it at their place when they arrived at the meeting. Vice-
Mayor King noted that she has forgotten why the fees are waived for the Lions Club banquet. 
Mayor Crewe answered that the Lions Club fits the definition of a charitable organization. Town 
Manager Sutherland explained that the Lions Club is similar to the American Legion, and they 
were contributors to the current Community Center, and they have a permanent waiver of fee 
for use of the Community Center. Mayor Crewe indicated that the waiver is for $87.50 if he is 
reading it correctly. Vice-Mayor King advised that is acceptable, and she was just wondering 
about this. A motion was made by Vice-Mayor King and seconded by Councilman Weisiger to 
approve the consent agenda consisting of the minutes of the regular meeting of March 13, 
2006; the request of the Wytheville Lions Club for waiver of business license fees and 
inspection fees for the annual charity carnival to be held July 17 through 22, 2006; the request 
of the Wythe County Girl Scouts for waiver of fee for use of the Elizabeth Brown Memorial Park 
on April 20, 2006, for a SWAP meet; the request of the Wytheville Lions Club for waiver of fee 
for use of the Community Center on August 1, 2006, for a banquet; and, the request of the 
Brock Hughes Free Clinic for a raffle permit for calendar year 2006. Mayor Crewe inquired if 
there is any discussion on the motion. Councilman Jones indicated that he will be abstaining 
from the Lions Club requests. Mayor Crewe indicated that Councilman Jones will not be voting 
on the two Lions Club requests. He inquired if there is any further discussion on the motion. 
There being none, the motion was approved with the following voting in favor and there being 
no opposition: For: Trenton G. Crewe, Jr., Jacqueline K. King, John W. Jones, Jr., William B. 
Weisiger, H. Judson Lambert. Against: None. Abstentions: John W. Jones, Jr. on the two 
requests of the Wytheville Lions Club. 
 
RE: PUBLIC HEARING – JOINT INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY REZONING 
REQUEST 
 
Mayor Crewe stated the meeting constituted a public hearing (due notice having been given) to 
consider the request of the Joint Industrial Development Authority of Wythe County, Wytheville, 
and Rural Retreat for the rezoning of Parcels A, B, and C in the Fairview Industrial Park, which 
is located on the north side of North Fourth Street between Stafford Umberger Drive and 
Tremough Drive from M-1 Industrial to R-3 Residential. He advised that this matter has been 
before the Planning Commission, and the public hearing for the Council was delayed because 
of a problem with the advertising notices in the newspaper. Mayor Crewe indicated he is not 
suggesting that anyone has to speak, but if Mr. Webb or Mr. Hawthorne would like to speak, the 
Council would be glad to hear from them. He noted that according to the sign up sheets, no one 
has indicated they wanted to speak on this topic, but Mr. Webb and Mr. Hawthorne, and the 
Council will be glad to hear from them. Mr. Hawthorne advised that they are available if the 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Council has questions for them. He noted the Planning Commission reviewed this matter well 
and presented their recommendation.  
 
Mayor Crewe noted if someone arrives later at the meeting, he will reopen the public hearing to 
receive their comments. He stated the Council will consider the matter later in the meeting by 
way of an ordinance. There being no one who desired to address the Council, Mayor Crewe 
declared the public hearing closed. 
 
RE: PUBLIC HEARING – UMBERGER REZONING REQUEST 
 
Mayor Crewe stated the meeting, likewise, constituted a public hearing (due notice having been 
given) to consider the request of Mr. Patrick D. Umberger for the rezoning of a portion of 
property located on the south side of West Lee Highway between West End Cemetery and 
Petunia Road (former Smith property) from R-1 Residential to B-2 Business. He advised there is 
a proffer from Mr. Umberger that in addition to the other requirements in the Zoning Ordinance 
that he would plant a buffer zone of trees at the rear of the property to act as a visual and sound 
barrier and would remove all junked vehicles from the property and not return any for two years, 
which would end the nonconforming use as a junkyard. Mayor Crewe indicated that the Council 
will be glad to hear from Mr. Umberger if he desires to address the Council, but he does not 
have to address the Council as to this rezoning. Mayor Crewe inquired if there are persons 
present who wish to address the Town Council during the public hearing. There being none, he 
declared the public hearing closed. Mayor Crewe noted that, again, if someone comes in later, 
he will give them the opportunity to speak. He explained that the Council will be considering 
these two matters subsequently on the agenda. 
 
RE: CITIZENS’ PERIOD 
 
Mayor Crewe stated the next agenda item is Citizens’ Period. He noted he did not see anyone 
who had indicated on the sign up sheets that they desired to address the Council during 
Citizens’ Period. He inquired if there are persons present who wished to address the Council 
during Citizens’ Period. There being none, he proceeded with the agenda.  
 
RE: OLD BUSINESS 
 
There were no items reported under Old Business.  
 
RE: BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Councilman Jones, reporting for the Budget and Finance Committee, reported that at the last 
meeting, the Council approved the renewal of a contract with the Local Choice Health Benefits 
Program, which provides health insurance to the Town’s employees. He advised that as the 
Council may recall, the term of this health insurance begins on July 1 of each year and ends on 
June 30 of the following year. Councilman Jones stated that as the Committee explained at the 
last meeting, the Local Choice Health Benefits Program requires that the Town declare, by April 
1, its intent to renew the insurance. He advised that the action to express this intent to renew 
was approved at the Council’s last meeting. Councilman Jones explained that what the Town 
did not realize was the renewal now requires the employer to declare the ratio of 
employer/employee premiums. He noted that currently, the Town pays 95 percent of the 
premium for the employee. Councilman Jones remarked that the employee is responsible for 
paying 5 percent of these premium costs, and no contribution is made to the employee for 
dependent or spouse coverage. He indicated that the Committee discussed this at their last 
meeting and would recommend that the existing ratio continue for another year. Councilman 
Jones noted that fortunately, this year, the Town did not have an increase in premiums, and the 
coverages that are provided have remained unchanged. He stated the Committee would point 
out, however, that in the future, rising health insurance costs could change the 
employer/employee ratio of premium charges. Councilman Jones advised that the Town has 
encouraged its employees to use their health insurance benefits frugally since the Town’s 
premiums are based on the amount of usage. He stated if the Council agrees, the Committee 
will note the 95/5 employer/employee ratio to the Local Choice Health Benefits Program. A 
motion was made by Councilman Jones and seconded by Vice-Mayor King to advise the Local 
Choice Health Benefits Program that the Town of Wytheville will continue the 95/5 
employer/employee ratio. Mayor Crewe inquired if there is any discussion on the motion. There 
being none, the motion was approved with the following voting in favor and there being no 
opposition: For: Trenton G. Crewe, Jr., Jacqueline K. King, John W. Jones, Jr., William B. 
Weisiger, H. Judson Lambert. Against: None 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Councilman Jones also reported that both the Public Works Committee and the Budget and 
Finance Committee have begun the review of information submitted by the various department 
heads for the development of the budget for fiscal year 2006-07. He explained that with regard 
to revenues, Town Treasurer Mike Stephens reports that the revenues for the next fiscal year 
should be similar to the revenues received this year, noting there is some small growth in a 
variety of the revenue categories. Councilman Jones stated with regard to the expenditure side 
of the budget, the requests by the departments greatly exceed the revenues that are available. 
He noted this happens each year in the budget development process, and, necessarily, some 
requested items are not included in the budget. He remarked that also, at this date, there have 
been no decisions made regarding any increase in compensation to the Town’s employees. 
Councilman Jones advised that beyond the normal operational aspects of the budget, there are 
two categories that will require additional review. He noted that at some point during the middle 
of the next fiscal year, the Town will have the new Community Center open and operational. 
Councilman Jones indicated that, obviously, this new facility will be considerably more 
expensive to operate than the Town’s current recreation center. He stated that secondly, during 
the coming year, there will be expenses associated with the Town’s participation in the New 
River Regional Water Authority. Councilman Jones indicated that both the new Community 
Center and the Regional Water Authority treatment plant have the capability of earning 
significant revenues in the future, but, at present, the Town is faced with funding the upfront 
costs. He advised that the Committee will continue to review budgetary items during the next 
week, and would remind the Council that a budget work session is scheduled for April 10, 
immediately following the adjournment of the Council meeting. A copy of the Budget and 
Finance Committee Report is attached and made part of these minutes. (Attachment). 
 
RE: PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Councilman Lambert, reporting for the Public Works Committee, stated that at a recent meeting 
of the Joint Industrial Development Authority, it was suggested that the governing bodies of 
Wythe County and the Industrial Development Authority develop a resolution to be adopted by 
everyone to express certain thoughts regarding the Interstate 81 Corridor improvements in 
Virginia. He advised that the Department of Transportation is, yet again, accepting comments 
with regard to these improvements. Councilman Lambert stated that this public review process 
has been ongoing for many years, and, to date, the State has not been able to develop a 
workable plan of action. He explained that the State does continue to work with a private 
contractor in the development of plans to improve the I-81 Corridor. He indicated that the 
General Assembly reconvened today in Richmond, and one of the biggest topics that remains 
controversial is the future funding of transportation in Virginia. Councilman Lambert noted that 
hopefully, the General Assembly will reach some consensus to provide the funding needed for 
transportation in Virginia. He stated in any event, there are some indications that improvements 
to the I-81 Corridor may be phased over time. Councilman Lambert advised that under this 
scenario, certain high volume, congested areas along the Corridor would receive priority, and 
construction would commence on these first. He noted that initially, it was proposed that the 
entire Corridor would be under construction at the same time. Councilman Lambert stated that 
the expense associated with improving the entire Corridor at one time has now grown to the 
point that it is not likely that this will happen. He advised that assuming I-81 will be 
reconstructed in segments, it would appear likely that the overlapping corridor between 
Wytheville and Fort Chiswell would be a high priority issue for the Department of Transportation. 
Councilman Lambert pointed out that this corridor has both congestion and safety issues and, 
likely, would rank high in any initial construction projects. He stated that as such, the Town will 
offer a draft of a resolution that is to be considered by all of Wythe County’s governing bodies. 
Councilman Lambert indicated that this resolution reflects the concepts the Town has held since 
the conception of an I-81 Corridor improvement program. He stated the Committee has 
attached the resolution for the Council’s review, and it would be the recommendation of the 
Public Works Committee that the Council adopt this resolution. A motion was made by 
Councilman Lambert and seconded by Councilman Weisiger to adopt the resolution regarding 
the I-81 Corridor improvement program. Mayor Crewe inquired if there is any discussion on the 
motion. He stated his understanding is the Wythe County Board of Supervisors, the Chamber of 
Commerce, and the Joint Industrial Development Authority have already approved the 
resolution and inquired if that is correct. Town Manager Sutherland answered that the Wythe 
County Board of Supervisors has the resolution on their agenda for tomorrow, and it will go 
before the Rural Retreat Town Council tomorrow night. Mayor Crewe advised he saw that the 
resolution had been signed by two entities, but he could not remember which two had signed it. 
He inquired if there is any other discussion on the motion. There being none, the motion was 
approved with the following voting in favor and there being no opposition: For: Trenton G. 
Crewe, Jr., Jacqueline K. King, John W. Jones, Jr., William B. Weisiger, H. Judson Lambert. 
Against: None. 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Councilman Lambert also reported that the New River Regional Water Authority has submitted 
an application to the Virginia Resources Authority (VRA) for a loan in the amount of $12.9 
million that will be used for the construction of a water treatment facility in Austinville that will 
serve the participating jurisdictions of Wythe County, Carroll County, and the Town of 
Wytheville. He advised that the application that was submitted to VRA is now under review, and, 
in the near future, specific information (interest rates and term) will be available. Councilman 
Lambert indicated that it is intended that the loan will be structured such that there will be 
interest only payments during the construction phase, and full annual debt service payments will 
not commence until the new water treatment facility becomes operational. He explained that 
ownership in the Authority is vested with 37 percent by each of Wytheville and Wythe County, 
with Carroll County responsible for 26 percent of the allocated costs. Councilman Lambert 
advised that in the current timeframe, it is thought that plans and specifications for the water 
treatment plant will be completed, and bids can be received on this facility by mid-summer. He 
stated that primarily, the water the Town will consume from the new Authority will be used to 
provide service in Progress Park. Councilman Lambert noted that currently, water service to the 
Park is provided by the Town from the Town’s existing water treatment facility. He stated that 
with the additional growth in the Park, it will require the availability of additional water. 
Councilman Lambert pointed out that the Committee mentions all of this only to keep the 
Council aware of the ongoing activities of the Authority. A copy of the Public Works Committee 
Report is attached and made part of these minutes.  (Attachment). 

 
RE: ORDINANCE NO. 1198 – JIDA REZONING REQUEST 
 
Mayor Crewe presented Ordinance No. 1198, an ordinance amending Ordinance No. 640, 
generally known as the Zoning Ordinance, to rezone from M-1 Industrial to R-3 Residential 
Parcels A, B, and C in the Fairview Industrial Park, which is located on the north side of North 
Fourth Street between Stafford Umberger Drive and Tremough Drive, on first reading. He noted 
the Council has the recommendation of the Planning Commission before them that the rezoning 
be granted. A motion was made by Vice-Mayor King and seconded by Councilman Jones to 
suspend the rules and adopt Ordinance No. 1198, an ordinance amending Ordinance No. 640, 
generally known as the Zoning Ordinance, to rezone from M-1 Industrial to R-3 Residential 
Parcels A, B, and C in the Fairview Industrial Park, which is located on the north side of North 
Fourth Street between Stafford Umberger Drive and Tremough Drive, on first and final reading. 
Mayor Crewe inquired if there is any discussion on the motion. Councilman Lambert inquired if 
there are any outstanding issues on rights of way or anything of this nature that need to be 
explored further. Mayor Crewe stated there are no outstanding issues that the Council is aware 
of. Councilman Jones advised that is correct. Councilman Lambert inquired if everything had 
been resolved. Mayor Crewe inquired if there are any other questions, comments, or 
discussions. There being none, the motion was approved with the following voting in favor and 
there being no opposition: 
 
FOR: Trenton G. Crewe, Jr., Jacqueline K. King, John W. Jones, Jr., William B. 

Weisiger, H. Judson Lambert 
 
AGAINST: None 
 
ABSTENTIONS: None 
 
Ordinance No. 1198 was adopted on first and final reading. Mayor Crewe advised that the 
ordinance is effective immediately.  
 
RE: ORDINANCE NO. 1199 – UMBERGER REZONING REQUEST 
 
Mayor Crewe presented Ordinance No. 1199, an ordinance amending Ordinance No. 640, 
generally known as the Zoning Ordinance, to rezone from R-1 Residential to B-2 Business a 
portion of property located on the south side of West Lee Highway between West End Cemetery 
and Petunia Road (former Smith property), on first reading. He noted the stipulations are that 
the trees be planted as a buffer and that the non-operable automobiles be removed. Mayor 
Crewe inquired if there is a motion on this ordinance. A motion was made by Councilman Jones 
and seconded by Councilman Weisiger to suspend the rules and adopt Ordinance No. 1199, an 
ordinance amending Ordinance No. 640, generally known as the Zoning Ordinance, to rezone 
from R-1 Residential to B-2 Business a portion of property located on the south side of West 
Lee Highway between West End Cemetery and Petunia Road (former Smith property) on first 
and final reading. Mayor Crewe inquired if there is any discussion on the motion. There being 
none, the motion was approved with the following voting in favor and there being no opposition: 
 
FOR: Trenton G. Crewe, Jr., Jacqueline K. King, John W. Jones, Jr., William B. 

Weisiger, H. Judson Lambert 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

AGAINST: None 
 
ABSTENTIONS: None 
 
Ordinance No. 1199 was adopted on first and final reading. Mayor Crewe advised that the 
ordinance is effective immediately.  
 
RE: CIVIC MONUMENT HONOREES 
 
Mayor Crewe stated the next agenda item is the recommendation of the Wall of Honor 
Committee regarding honorees to the Civic Monument. He noted the recommendation is that 
the names of Dr. Walter Randolph Chitwood, Sr. and Martha B. DeBord be added to the Civic 
Monument. A motion was made by Councilman Lambert and seconded by Councilman Weisiger 
to approve the recommendation of the Wall of Honor Committee to add the names of Dr. Walter 
Randolph Chitwood, Sr. and Martha B. DeBord to the Wall of Honor Civic Monument. Mayor 
Crewe inquired if there is any discussion on the motion. There being none, the motion was 
approved with the following voting in favor and there being no opposition: For: Trenton G. 
Crewe, Jr., Jacqueline K. King, John W. Jones, Jr., William B. Weisiger, H. Judson Lambert. 
Against: None.   
 
RE: ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to be discussed, a motion was duly made, seconded, and 
carried to adjourn the meeting (7:20 p.m.).  
 
              

Trenton G. Crewe, Jr., Mayor 
 
        
Sharon P. Hackler, MMC, Clerk of Council 
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 BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 

 MARCH 27, 2006 

 
1. At our last meeting, the Council approved the renewal of a contract with the 

Local Choice Health Benefits Program, which provides health insurance to the 

Town’s employees. As you may recall, the term of this health insurance begins 

on July 1 of each year and ends on June 30 of the following year. As we 

explained at the last meeting, the Local Choice Health Benefits Program 

requires that the Town declare, by April 1, its intent to renew the insurance. 

The action to express this intent to renew was approved at our last meeting. 

What we did not realize was that the renewal now requires the employer to 

declare the ratio of employer/employee premiums. Currently, the Town pays 

95 percent of the premium for the employee. The employee is responsible for 

paying 5 percent of these premium costs, and no contribution is made to the 

employee for dependent or spouse coverage. We discussed this at our last 

meeting and would recommend that the existing ratio continue for another 

year. Fortunately, this year, we did not have an increase in premiums, and the 

coverages that are provided have remained unchanged. We would point out, 

however, that in the future, rising health insurance costs could change the 

employer/employee ratio of premium charges. We have encouraged 

employees to use their health insurance benefits frugally since our premiums 

are based on the amount of usage. If the Council agrees, we will note the 95/5 

employer/employee ratio to the Local Choice Health Benefits Program. 
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2. Both the Public Works Committee and our Committee have begun the review 

of information submitted by the various department heads for the development 

of the budget for fiscal year 2006-07. With regard to revenues, Town Treasurer 

Mike Stephens reports that the revenues for the next fiscal year should be 

similar to the revenues received this year, noting that there is some small 

growth in a variety of the revenue categories. With regard to the expenditure 

side of the budget, the requests by the departments greatly exceed the 

revenues that are available. This happens each year in the budget 

development process, and, necessarily, some requested items are not 

included in the budget. Also, at this date, there have been no decisions made 

regarding any increase in compensation to the Town’s employees. Beyond the 

normal operational aspects of the budget, there are two categories that will 

require additional review. At some point during the middle of the next fiscal 

year, we will have the new Community Center open and operational. 

Obviously, this new facility will be considerably more expensive to operate 

than our current recreation center. Secondly, during the coming year, there will 

be expenses associated with the Town’s participation in the New River 

Regional Water Authority. Both the new Community Center and the Regional 

Water Authority treatment plant have the capability of earning significant 

revenues in the future, but, at present, we are faced with funding the upfront 

costs. 

 

We will continue to review budgetary items during the next week, and would 
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remind the Council that a budget work session is scheduled for April 10, 

immediately following the adjournment of the Council meeting. 

 

 

 

              
                          Jacqueline K. King 

 
 
 

                                     
  John W. Jones, Jr. 
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 PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE REPORT  
 
 MARCH 27, 2006 
 

1. At a recent meeting of the Joint Industrial Development Authority, it was 

suggested that the governing bodies of Wythe County and the Industrial 

Development Authority develop a resolution to be adopted by everyone to 

express certain thoughts regarding the Interstate 81 Corridor improvements 

in Virginia. The Department of Transportation is, yet again, accepting 

comments with regard to these improvements. This public review process 

has been ongoing for many years, and, to date, the State has not been able 

to develop a workable plan of action. The State does continue to work with a 

private contractor in the development of plans to improve the I-81 Corridor. 

The General Assembly reconvened today in Richmond, and one of the 

biggest topics that remains controversial is the future funding of 

transportation in Virginia. Hopefully, the General Assembly will reach some 

consensus to provide the funding needed for transportation in Virginia. In any 

event, there are some indications that improvements to the I-81 Corridor may 

be phased over time. Under this scenario, certain high volume, congested 

areas along the Corridor would receive priority, and construction would 

commence on these first. Initially, it was proposed that the entire Corridor 

would be under construction at the same time. The expense associated with 

improving the entire Corridor at one time has now grown to the point that it is 

not likely that this will happen. Assuming that I-81 will be reconstructed in 
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segments, it would appear likely that the overlapping corridor between 

Wytheville and Fort Chiswell would be a high priority issue for the 

Department of Transportation. This corridor has both congestion and safety 

issues and, likely, would rank high in any initial construction projects. As 

such, we would offer a draft of a resolution that is to be considered by all of 

Wythe County’s governing bodies. This resolution reflects the concepts that 

we have held since the conception of an I-81 Corridor improvement program. 

We have attached the resolution for your review, and it would be the 

recommendation of the Public Works Committee that the Council adopt this 

resolution. 

 

2. The New River Regional Water Authority has submitted an application to the 

Virginia Resources Authority (VRA) for a loan in the amount of $12.9 million 

that will be used for the construction of a water treatment facility in Austinville 

that will serve the participating jurisdictions of Wythe County, Carroll County 

and the Town of Wytheville. The application that was submitted to VRA is 

now under review, and, in the near future, specific information (interest rates 

and term) will be available. It is intended that the loan will be structured such 

that there will be interest only payments during the construction phase and 

full annual debt service payments will not commence until the new water 

treatment facility becomes operational. Ownership in the Authority is vested 

with 37 percent by each of Wytheville and Wythe County, with Carroll County 

responsible for 26 percent of the allocated costs. In the current timeframe, it 
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is thought that plans and specifications for the water treatment plant will be 

completed, and bids can be received on this facility by mid-summer. 

Primarily, the water that the Town will consume from the new Authority will be 

used to provide service in Progress Park. Currently, water service to the Park 

is provided by the Town from our existing water treatment facility. With 

additional growth in the Park, it will require the availability of additional water. 

We mention all of this only to keep the Council aware of the ongoing activities 

of the Authority. 

 

 
 
             
              William B. Weisiger 
 
 
 
             

              H. Judson Lambert 
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